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The House oommittec on claims, in deciding
favorably on the bili to compensate loyal citi¬
zens of the border States for their property taken
for public use during the war. maintain that the
relief granted by the bill is not of grace, but as

a matter of constitutional obligation. "On the
point of excluding from the benefits of the bill
loyal citizens of the States which went into the
''rebellion," the committee say that the bill is

predicated upon constitutional obligation alone.
Whatever obligations of a different character
there may be on the part of the government to

indemnify the loyal men of the South for prop¬
erty destroyed by military authority, their
claims rest unon grounds very widely separat¬
ed from the imperative duty imposed by the
constitution in the case of the loyal citizcns of
the States not declared in insurrection. For
this reason the committee will recommend to

tho House that whatever relief is proper to be
extended to the loyal men of the South be done

by a separate bill."

Mr. J. B. Stewart is confined in the prison
cell of the Capitol, near the crypt, and no one

is allowed to visit him except upon a card is¬
sued by the sergeant-at-arms. But he has an

abundance of company, because the card is
never refused. Stewart has evidently made
all necessary preparations for enjoying himself
as much as possible during his imprisonment.
Many persous think this kind of thing had
better be "abolished." An impression begins
to prevail that a law will be prepared which
will turn all sueh cases over to the courts,
and prescribe a punishment for recusant wit¬
nesses, and thus relieve Congress of the odium
that surrounds the arbitrary incarceration of a

citizen.
The Credit Mobilier investigation is still go¬

ing on. The Washington Chronicle, in allud¬
ing to the frequent attempts to smother certain
testimony, says: "It is perhaps unfortunate
for many innocent parties, and is doubly so in
view of the fact that others now resting in
their graves are alluded to in the testimony.
Nevertheless, as soon as possible, under the pe¬
culiar circumstances, the details ofthe failure of
Iluyck's bank and the firm ofBayne & Co., of
Baltimore, will be given to the public in official
furm."

______________

The House of Representatives a few days
ago passed the bill removing the disabilities of
John II, Reagen of Texas, Postmaster General
of the Confederate States. Also, to relieve
the disabilities of W. A. Graham, of North
Carolina, Secretary of the Navy, under Presi¬
dent Filmore, D. C. De Jarnettc, a former
member of Congress from Virginia, and John
Forsyth, minister to Mexico under President
Buchanau, and now editor of the Mobile Rog-

. ister.
"Will Congress purify itself," is a question

asked by the Cincinnati Commercial with ref¬
erence to the corruptions at the Capitol, re¬

cently brought to light. The Richmond Dis¬
patch thinks the question would be more

pointed'had it been "Can Congress purify it¬
self?" These cases of developed poison arc by
no means all iu the body. They arc rather
eruptive symptoms of disease which prevails to

a considerable extent."

The Banking and Currency Committee of j
ihe House of Representatives have instructed
the sub-committee on specie payments to re¬

port a bill naming January 1, 1874. as a day
for resuming specie payments and the redemp¬
tion of legal-tenders in gold, and to further

provide for issuing sis per ccnt gold bonds to

secure gold in case it should be needed fur re¬

demption purposes, aud to allow free barikirj
under the National Currency act.

There is great rejoicing over the completion
of the Chesapeake and Ohio railroad. The
event in Norfolk was celebrated by the firing
ol'a national salute and a liberal display of flags
from the public buildings aud shipping in the
harbor. Business men have looked to the

completion of this great through Hue of lail-
road as the dawning of a new era of commer¬

cial enterprise for Norfolk.

The St. Mary's Couuty 31 d. Beacon, says
that the Southern Maryland Railroad Compa¬
ny is just now crowding on labor along nearly
the whole line of their road, from Brandywiue
to Point Lookout, two heavy additional sets of
hands having recently been put to work, anc,

other large forces being daily expected.
Gen. Howard's accounts in the freedmcn'j

bureau have passed the second auditor of the
treasury, and Gen. H. was found by a clerica
error to be indebted to the government in the
sum of $32 54. He gave his check for thb

amount and his accounts are now said to be

square.
There is a dispute in St. Louis between the

military and civil authorities, as to the right of
the former, to hold a man under arrest charg¬
ed with desertion, for not declining to obey
writ of habeas corpus issued by a Court.

lu spite of the heavy snows and bitter cold,
.that have made this winter an exceptional one

rio New York as well as elsewhere, the theatres
, of that city are said to have prospered even be¬

yond the average of ordinary seasons.

The anniversary of the birth day of Thomas

Paine, was celebrated by some of his followers,
at New Rochelle, N. V., last Wednesday.
They did not, however, make much demon¬

stration.
The newspapers formerly said, in their list

of crimes."ruined by gambling.ruined by
liquor," &c., &c.,-~Now it is, "ruined by
Credit Mobilier."

The Senate Committee on Claims, has decid¬
ed adversely on the potion of Major Gurden
Chapio, of Virginia. The petifioner was sta¬

tioned with his command at Fort Buchanan,
Arizona Territory, when the war broke out,
and he represents that his property in Virginia
was destroyed, because he adhered to the
Union, in August, he having .burned ~i^, i Jo
prevent its falling into the hands of the Cbh-J
federates. The committee, in they*, report, say
"it is sad to know that he sacrificed even his
wife's clothes by his fidelity to his duty." Hilt
they think that his education at;.West Point,
aud his receiving pay when retired fron* duty,
is sufficient compensation'for atiy sacrifices
which he may have made.

Commissioners appoiutcd by the- Governors
of West Virginia, Kentucky, Illiooise, Ohio,
Indiana, Tennessee aud-Pennsylvania, who are

in Washington, in charge of the Ohio river
imprcvemeiiti. lnd a consultation yesterday,
with Colonel Carrington, Culonel Hughes and
others of the Virginia delegation favoring le^-
gislation for the benefit of the James River
and Kanawha Canal. They agreed that the
enterprises are kindred, and will urge early
Federal legislation in brthalf of both.

Theie was not a busliel of coal for sale in

Memphis, yesterday. Many of the people
were burning "oil cakes."

All is Quiet at New Orleans. The military
are no longer on guard over the legislative.do¬
ings. . i

The fly is reported to be.iq-'the wheat fields
in Frederick and Clarke counties.

The Weather.
I Correspondence of the Alexandria Gazette;]
Leesbuiig, Jan. 31.-We are now enjoying

the balmy atmosphere of 16 degrees above zero.

On Tuesday (28th) at midday the thermome¬
ter marked 44° in the shade on the north side
of a house with no rcflceting wall nearer than
210 feet, and we were induced to dubt the sig¬
nal office reports of very cold weathor. How¬
ever, at 11 p. m. the mercury had receded to

20° above, and on Wednesday morning it was
down to 0° above in the same locality. My
thermometer hangs about 15 ^ground; it did not rise above ^26 duringtheSay. At 11 p.m.on the 30.1. It had .fdcd'°1)0 above, aud on the morning or the 30th it
had goue down to 8° below zero. A.t 8 a. m.,
ju>t around the corner a thermometer .6 feet
from the ground reached 10 below, and m theYXv iust east of the bank it receded even to
15 below At Water ford, in close proximity
to Catoctin Crook, it needed to 23° below; at
Wheatland Mills, on the north fork of the Ca¬
toctin. to 20° below; at LovettsviUe, on high
table land, somewhat under the shelter of the
^hort Hill, it marked 14° below, and at Aldie,
on the I jit tie River turnpike, it was equally as

cold This morniniz it stood at about zero at 7
m This is very cold. Now for reminiscences:''

In December 1S39, your correspondent came

home from Morgan county, \ lrginia, and every
day daring the holidays he. with his brothers,
bad to clean the snow from extenmve pave-
moots inside aud oui«dc.U>0
ter horror it snowed again oc .I)ec^tihor ;oUt
aud he mounted a horse and rode down the
Lcesburg and Georgetown turnpike toflWwh-ineton city with thc^ thermometer at lb below
zero; at Ins engineering.home in Morgan it was

registered at 26f. The .3d; of January he re¬

turned while it was yet very pom-
Again, on January 18^185/, the mercury in

Leesbirg receded to l# below zero during one

of the heaviest snow stc/rms'he crv^r remem¬
bers to huve. known. unless pp^bly the oue on
the 13ih of February, 1S31,8 was an exception.
I had the day before gouo to housekeeping.
Now this sort of weather does (

and I turn from it to note the tact, which wtll
be good news to many people, that the "num¬
ber of suits to February rules fthan those of last year, and that *bI,00(**iU
soon be along to make : things more lively.
Wheat at $2.10 in Alexandria ve another good
item. The farmers^ought, to thapk God and
take coUrago. ^ ..

.. ? r; t . «¦...

A Veto Hessu?; e.

The rrcsident sent the Fallowing veto racs-,
sa"c to the Senate yesterday:

~fo the Souitt' ofthe
the honor to rcturn-bcrcwith Senate bill U o.
.100 entitled an act tor tho relief ot thp Aabt
Tennessee University: without my approvals
Thi« claim, tor which $18,51)0 are appropriated-
ouof themoneys ol' the Unit# Stales, apses
in part lor the destruction of propertyIS time of war, aod -therciore fho samedj«tious attach to it as were expressed in m> mes
sacc of June 1, 1872. returning the Senate bid
awirdin" *25.000 to J. Milton Kest. It the prt-
ccdent kmice established that the Government
is liable for the ravages of war, the eud ot dc.
mands upon the pubhc l reasury ^nri^t b^forecast. The loyalty ol the people of the sec

tion in which the University is located, nude
circumstances of personal .linger and trials
thus oniiilinir theiu to the most lavorablc con-,
siructi.m <.!'the obligation oT the Government
'towards them, is admitted; aud nothing but re¬

gard for my duty to the whole people in oppos-
a principle which, if allowed, will en ail

great burdens upon the who e, than the rcliti
which will bo afforded to a part, 'b, .1towing
this bill to become a law, could induce nic to

return it with objections.
Recognizing the claims of these citizens to

sympathy, and the most favorable consideration
of i ll. ir claims by the Government, I would
htai tilv favor a donation of the amount appro¬
priated by this bill for their relief

Executive Mansion, January 29, 1S73.

File Voi'R is wejl .worth while
to save your home paper and have it bound.
\ few years will make it the most entertaining
roU mc vmi can possess. All laws of assooja-ion male it more or less a. history ot your*
and friend* Names,.Ues, facts, arepre*m*d
for vou in most accessible manner. It.
the hist orv of a town or county, and this is but
an epitope of universal history .-Marlboro
(Jaztttc.

|

The Great Industries or the Umtkd
States. Being an Historical bummary of
the Origin, Growth and Ferfection of the
Chief Industrial Arts of this Country. By
Horace Greeley, John B. Gough JosepJi B.
Lyman, and other eminent writers. Getavo,
over loOO pag*s ; Illustrated Hartford, Conn.
J B. Burk Oc Hyde. Publishers.
This work is -likely to become popular

throughout the land. Addresses to the compre¬
hensive of all classes of readers, and embracing
a large amount of interesting facts which are

nowhere else to be found gathered in one book
with many facts not heretofore recorded and
published, it cannot fail to instruct tne reader.

It is written with an intelligent understanding
of what it describes, aud with due appreciation
of the wants of the reading public. Certain
single articles which it contains are each worth

the price of the book. It discusses the bearing
0f each art upon the civilixationof the times

from tho standpoints of liberty. Tm wort
belongs to the order of progressive book* which
have done so much for the enlightenment, and
liberalization of the public mind, and is well
and spiritedly written. Dk. Little, of tnu

Citv, is the Agent for the Publishers, and ,s so-

limiting subscriptions t«.r .ho w< I*.

from Bicnwoxn.

LEGISLATIVE.
Richmond, Jan. 31.-In the Senate, to-day,

a resolution was introduced instructing the

Committee on Courts of Justice to inquire into

the expediency of pushing more vigorously
the crimc of arson, and especially to provide
that^arn burning at night,.shall he a capita
.offence, where the lives of valuable animals and
other valuable property are detroyed, and as to

the propriety of authorizing the Governor and

Supervisors of counties to offer rewards fur the

detection and apprehension of persons guilty of
arson.

. .

The following joint resolutions and bills wure

passed : Memorializing Congress to abo.ish the
internal tax on all liquors made from truus, to

mend an act to authorize the trustees of -tra--

burg Academy, to sell a vacant lot of land; to

amend the code in relation to inspection of to¬

bacco; to amend au aer to prevent t.ie destruc¬
tion of wild fuu. in this State; to authorize the
'ashineton city. Virginia, Midland and (xio.it

Southern railroad company, (the U., A. «.V Jl.
11. ) to issue bonds to provide lor the paj-

nient of ibe bonds and debts of the Orange.
Alexandria and Manassas railroad company.ai d

' the LvneW'Uig and Danville railroad com¬

pany, and for other purposes; to authorize the
same company to extend its railroad from Alex¬
andria to a point on the 1 otpraac river oppo-
lte or near to or above the cities of \\ ashing-
ton or Georgetown, and toa utborize the same

company to acquire and sell lands; to anieod an

act to "prescribe the times for holding the Cn
cuit Courts of the State; to authorize and eui-

power the Council of the city of RichmondI to

inorease the salaries of the judges of the Cir¬
cuit. Chancery, and Hustings Courts of said
city, and to amend the charter of the tuwo ot

^The'assessmcnt bill was finally ordered to en¬

grossment, and the Senate adjourned.
Io the House of Delegates, Mr. 1 oaguc of¬

fered a resolution, that whereas, it is understood
that the present Legislature will elect Count)
Judges, it is uuwi.^e and inexpedient tor the

General Assembly to elect its own members to
the office of county judge.

Mr. Riddlebarjier moved tu amend b> adding
'and of oircuir judge." which was agreed to,
and the resolution then adopted.ayes <6, noes

38. Mr. Nnale, of Alexandria, voted in the al-

^Bills were introduced to amend the code in
relation to means of enforcing recoveries of
money, &c., aud to amend the act in relation to

working the roads in Loudoun county.
The biil to define the jurisdiction of the

County and Circuit Courts was taken up on the
motion to dismiss, when

Mr. Walker moved to strike out section
third and insert, "the County Courts shall have
no jurisdiction of indictments lor felony cases

in chancery and actions at law (except actions
of unlawful entry or detainer.) .

Mr. Booker spoke :n favor of the bill, and
at the conclusion ot his remarks the House ad¬
journed.

THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM.

Immediately after the passage of the oyster
bill the House proceeded to the consideration
of the two bills proposing a change >n our ju¬
dicial system. The majority of the Committee
on Courts of Justice have reported a bill which
does away with the County Courts, virtually
making them Courts of J robate and 1 olice
jurisdiction, and paying the j udges four dollars
a day while actually encaged. The minority
of the committee favor the districting of coun¬

ties, giving one judge three or four counties.
A iar^e majority of the House seemed in favor
of the bill as reported by the majority of the
committee, but to-day the opponents o! any
change in the system, and the friends of the
minority bill combined, and succeeded m hav¬
ing several amendments made to the nia jon y
bill, one giving the County Judges concurrent
jurisdiction with the Circuit Judges in cases in-

volvine not more than $500. It looks now as if
the bill as reported from the majority of the
committee would be, defeated, and that no

change will be made lu the judicial s\.-tem.
The friends of districting the counties admit
that they have u<> prospect of ptiasing their In.l.
It does seem strange that the General Asseni-
bly should hesitate, when by a change of the
system some §70.000 to SS0,t)00a year could
be saved to tho State in the way of salaries,
besides a relief from the expense ot so many
juries.

CONSTITUTIONAL AM ENDMENTS.
The joint committee of the Legislature on

amendments t»the Constitution, at a mceing
last night, tabled a resolution in relation to

holding beunial sessions of the Legislature; also
a resolution to reduce the number of members
of the body. The committee further determined
11hnt it was inexpedient to require the payment
of a per capita tax of two dollars as a qualifica¬
tion ibr all voter.", or to change i he mode of
voting to the viva voce system. The following
bill was agreed upon in relation to the times of
meeting of the General Assembly:
Be if rnact'-rf, <t'C , That scciion 1 of chapter

1") of the code of Virg-nia. as amended by an

act approved November 1st, IS7I, be amended
and re-enacted so as lo read as follows: Suction
I. The General Assembly shall meet on the
1st day ofJanuary, I ST4, and every year there¬
after. Jf the first day of Januaty of any year
should be Sunday then if shall meet on the
next day thereafter. It shall sit at the Capitol
in the coy of Richmond, but may adjourn to

any other place.
This act shall be in force from and aft?r the

expiration of the present session.
OYSTER BILL.

The House of Delegates, after a week's dis¬
cussion, has at length passed the bill providing
for a tax on oysters. The bill has been strip¬
ped of some of its most objectionable fea¬
tures, but it is doubtful whether more revenue
will.be derived Ubder the new than under the
old bill. Members from Kastern Virginia say the
bill will be very unpopular with their constitu¬
ents, and may loose the Conservative party
some votes. \Ve are compelled to rai«e revi-uue

from some where, so the Legislature had to run

the risk of making a few KaJical votes.

ASSESSMENT BILL.

The Senate is engaged on the assessment
bill, and Senators have an opportunity to get
rid of a little of their pent up eloquence. The
time of the Senate has been, to a great extent,
taken up this session by Senators indulging in
the pleasure of long orations upon insignificant
subjects. The most influential man who has
been in the Legislature for voars never was

known to speak over ten minutes at a time.
The present members of the General Assembly
would do well to remember this.

RAILROAD WAR.

The railroad war still goes on but attracts
very little attention. The opinion is general
that neither a new railroad bill, or the bill pro¬
posing a free railroad law. will be considered
this year, unle.-s there should be an extra
session. The regular session will be fully oc¬

cupied by legitimate business. I .-ee none of
the excitement that characterized the railroad
war in 1871. No money scenic to be spent, and
consequently lobbyists are in a despondent con¬

dition.
PUBLIC SCHOOLS.

In response to a resolution the Superinten¬
dent of Public Instruction has forwarded a

communication to the Senate giving the num¬

ber of schools and teachers for each county yet
accessary to carry into successful operation the
free school system in the State. He think-;
about 630 more schools of twenty pupils, and
5(54 of fifteen pupils will be required aod their
cost per annum will be about 5s 153.075. if the
schools are kept open only five months in the

year.

WASTE OF TiME.

The attendance of the members of tin-Le^rir*
latureou the meetings of that body are very ir
regular, and their absence frequently impede,
business. Yesterday, in the House of D<
pates, before the expiration of the inonsisjj
hour, two motions to adjourn had to he madi
before a quorum eouid be irotteu ro v-t" on any
subject. This should not be.

TAX ON CHARTERS.
The Senate has passed a bill repealing the

net imposing a tax upon charters of ine&rp'orcr
tion, and a resolution has been introduced in
the same body, but laid on the table, authoriz¬
ing the refunding of taxes which have ;dfeady
been paid into the treasury on such sui-i e-s.

COUNTY" JUDGES.

The Conservative party having determined in
caucu- to elect County Judges this wiirer. as¬

pirants are already beginning to arrive, an 1 m>

we may expect the button holing so prevalent
during the memorable sc.-sion of ISfVJ. There
will be several candidates f>r the ju Igshlp . .!'
the counties of Fair!ax and Alexandria. -! <> d«i
the present system remain.

JOE JEKt'ElLSON.
Joe Jefferson plays Jlip Van Winkle here

to-morrow night, lie will, no d-»ubt. have a

crowded house. Ilis rem-ipis f_>r it;'- .-hurle
night he perfuni'-d hero some wc.-ks since w u

over £ 1,4UU.
S.MALT.Pt >X.

The smallpox is abating here. There are not

more thau a dozen cases in the city. Th.. de¬
crease is attributed tj the thorough vaccination.

NKW5* OF THU

'1 To show the very age mi-i v;/y ni flu //?;;#.'«

The three men who hare been arrested on

the charge of murdering Mrs. Lamnley, on tlic
night of tlie 2d of January, in Baltimore, were

yesterday takeu to jail. It seems that Nicholson,
who married a grand-daughter of the murdered
woman,knew of the money being in her house,
and attempted the robbery in connection with
the other two men. Lt is not supposed that
murder was intended, but that it was com nut¬
ted in the effort to stifle the screams of Mrs.
Lampley.
A dispatch from Greensboro', V C., says

that the bridge 011 the North Carolina railroad
over Deep river, near Jamestown, g;»e way on

Thursday with a freight train, precipitating
thirteeu loaded cars into the river. The en¬

gine with four freight cars arid the conductor s

car weut over safely. The engineer, seeing
the bridge was giving way, gave bis engine all
the steam he could, and got over safely. No
one was hurt. The thirteen ears were bully
broken.
The argument in the Wharton trial, at An-

napolis, was concluded yesterday, aud the case j
given to the jury. At 11 o'cluek last night the
jury had not agreed, nor, it is said, is there j
any probability of their agreeing. It was stated
that they stood six for conviction and six for
acquittal. If they are discharged without hav-!
iug agreed upon a verdict, it is supposed tho
State's officer will enter a uolic prosequi.
The bill to amend the clause of the constitu-!

tiou regulating the relations of Church and
State, yesterday passed to Us second reading
in the Lewer House of the Prussian Diet, by a

large majority. It was urged in support of the
measure that it was justified by the attitude
assumed by the heads of the Church.

In the Alabama Senate, yesterday, the Lieu-
tenant Goveroor refused to put a motion to re¬

consider the vote of Thursday, Miller, Radical.
was therefore seated, and Martin. Democrat,
displaced. Edwards, Democrat, was absent by
pairing off with a Radical Senator, who appear¬
ed in his seat and voted at th'e lust moment.

The Ways and Means Committee of the
Mouse of Representatives yesterday d-jcided
by a majority of one to report adversely upon
the bill to refuud the cotton tax. The minor¬
ity will make a favorable report. There arc

$43,000,001) involved in this matter.

The trial of Senator JVuneroy on the charge
of attempting to bribe members of the Kansas

Legislature has been put off until June. He
appeared before tho District Court at Top.-La
yesterday, and gave bail in $20,1 >00 lor in- ap¬
pearance at ihe June term of the Court.

lu the matter of the trial of John R. 1'fatJr
at Cambridge, Md., for the murder of his wife,
the motion made by the defence for a.ctmiiuu-
ance of the case was yesterday overruled by the
Court. A jury was obtained.
The Senate Committee on Privileges and

Elections had a private cou-ultation yesterday,
lasting three hours, over their coustifutiiif.al
powers in the Louisiana case. No conclusions
appear to hare been readied.
Two men and a woman were burned to death

at Ren few, Canada, yesterday, by a fire which
destroyed four buildings.

Virginia Oyster Law..An important i iii
has just passed the Virginia House of Dele¬
gates, prescribing regulations fur the oy-rer
fisheries in this State. The bill allows hmd-
owners having water fronts to plant smnei.-nt
oysters for their own consumption free of tax,

but imposes a tax upon all oysters taken for
sale. and declares that ail dredgers and tougeis
must be licensed by the State. Oysters are

prohibited from being caught with tongs in
the mouths of June, July and August, and
with dredges or scrapes from the 1st of May to

the 1st of October. Aud it is prohibited to

any one to convert oysters, by burning, into j
lime. Non-residents of the State are prohii i;- t

ed from taking oysters in the Virginia waters,
under any condition, but are allowed t>> pur¬
chase them by the following provisions. ''Non¬
resident masters of vessel.-, engaged in buyiiur
and selling oysters, may, while making up their
cargoes, obtain a location f>r depositing their
oysters, to be assigned by the inspectors, for;
which they are to pay a rent of fifty coots tor
every hundred bushels deposit-, d. The inspec¬
tor is required to register the vessel, and for
the registration the master of the vessel i- tu

pay a fee of two dollars. Any master of a ve-

sel. other than vessels propelled by steam, who
desire to purchase and carry oysters to market.
within or without the State, is first to obtain
from the inspector a license to purchase them,
for which, if ho wishes to carry them to market
by the load or cargo, shall pay two c.*uis per
bushel therefor, estimating hi- ves-el to carry
twenty-five bushels for every one hundred c.11 it-
feet capacity of the same, each toa of custom-

house measurement, as pur enrollment of said
vessel, being estimated to contain one hundred
cubic feet; but if he wi-hes to take in less
than a full load or cargo then ho is to par three
cents per bushel on the actual quantity. The
tax of two cents is to be paid before the master
shall commence to load his vessel, lie may
carry oysters in barrels at the rate of two c -ta¬

per bushel. If he so elect, he may obtain a

license for a year by paying in advanei the
sum of two dollars fur every hundred cubic
feet capacity of the vessel."

Ingenious Rascality..The latest, mo-t

ingenious piece of rascality in a horse-theil we

find up io Michigan. It was in Flint where u

man discovered his barn ou tire aod wished to

save his horse. Arriving at the stable lu» fmod
a horse's head tied to the nrincer, uu.J als. the
feet of a horse in the stall. On investigui ju

it appeared the head and feet belonged t j a

dead livery horse.and had been placed there by
thu fe low who had stolen the live horsj an 1
had fired the barn, supposing the remaiii- ufj
the hor-e would be found in the ashes and the
owner of the barn not dream but hi- horse h id
p-'ri-hed in the fire. I

ViKCilSlA SI-WS. .

Ai-out a week nfoU m. II. Harrison, a mem-

ber of fhe 5th Tr. S. Artillery, was found
robbed ami i r u r«i ?.« < I in the rial near Fort
A lams. I!. I. Ho '

a i been paid "iil iliat day
"'. I ha 1 ur £7u *.vl en li . l-Tt the fort. The
W in .h'-sfrr \ iruiirao savs it was ('apt Win.
11 im-i.n fi'ini nty of (.'o. II.. 1 :irit \ a. rnfan-
try, itlio Wt-ii" from tInr pi.ice t . New i'ork
not loDg sire .. an I f. »r a lime \va-; in tin* Cstal
iiihiM.U: of C. 15. llouss, :ia a salesman.

l\ev. I>. 31. (iilo.-rt, I). I).. Pastor of the
LutHeran Church in Suunton, having received
an u!';iii;niius cjII JVuin tli<- Lutherau Church
in \\ inchestcr, on .Monday uight sent. in his
resignation in the council of his church. I;
was nccivid ¦ n J will be actoi on by the cou-
givgaron ou Sunday.

'lho Spjiiish steamship Quvvedo, Captain
B;d.h>. arriv d at Norfolk from Havana on

I nursdny.
_

She is th<- first of Colonel Lamb's
Inrtmght line direct from Norfolk to Liver¬
pool. This, in eounecti"ii with the Allan Line,
gives a weekly European steamer to Norfolk.

Ill \\ anvn. Front Royal. Sentinel says: .

i he thermoai*. Lcr lu re Wednesday night
stool I5J below zero, which establishes it, bo-
yon 1 d:t'.b*, the eldest night this winttr; and,
imie.d, lor several winters past."
A despatch from Baltimore to the Staunton

A indicator, says:.''The success of the friends
of ilie A alley Railroad iiere is c rtain. The
road wili be unJer contract to Salem this
spriug."

The finest edifice in Staunton is about to be
erected for Maj. .J. J. McMalion. It is to be
J"i:r stories high, built of iron and pressed
brick, after the [. alini* style of architecture.
The lli»ckin.:ham Krister states that the

smallpox ha; disappeared from thai county.

Whither are We Drilling?
Nothing is startling in these brazen days.

Men sipping their coffee in the morning, or

lingering over the tea-table in the cveuing,
read iho lii<ld exposures of bribery in Congress;
oi jobs in the Iudian Bureau ; oi'frauds on the
ballot-box ; of gross corruption penetrating
every avenue -f public life.and then drop the
newspaper with the doleful remark that there
is no news of importance.

is the public conscience hardened, that ir i-
not touched by the shameless dishonesty of
men in high places? Is all sense of decency
deadened or dead, that we iisteu patiently to

the lame and baiting excuses of public ollie rs

overtaken in the very act of rolbmg the public
trea-ury ?

\\ e have no desire to repeat a story that
has been more than twice told. But here are

the organs, jusla- ready now as before, to grind
our. the praises of the smirched, polluted trick¬
sters who have debased and disgraced Ameri¬
can citizenship. And nobody is startled, and
I' w citizens give the matter a second thought.
Whither are we drilling ?
The Indian appropriation bill last year em-

Mined an item granting half a million ol d >iiar.s
to the Teton Sioux. .Now it turns «.ut that
this is ail sham ; a id a ft w people are lazily
inquiring what became of the mouey.

Caldwell, of Kansas, bought his way {> the
Senatorial seat. That fact was established
more than a year ago by the Kansas Legisla¬
ture, which, after investigtting the matter,
forwarded it- evi !e;ice and icport io the \ ice-
President of the United States. A committee
of the Senate was named last spring, directed
to sit during the recess aud authuriz *d to send
fir persons a lid papers. 'J hat committee d«-
iiiierately neglected its duties because Ca'dweil
was wauled. Last w« ek the regular Commit¬
tee <mi Privileges ami Elections took up the
case and examined Sidney Clarke, a competent
witness, who testified that he himself had
spent twelve or fifteen thousand do'lars in a

vain alien.p t ¦ get to the Senate. but that
Ca dwell was too rich lor him and had b night
away his votes. He te^tifid further th.»t Cald-
W"ll offered to refund hi- (Clarke's) expenses,
but had failed to do S". because, as Calo'well
explained, his eicctiou had cost him £7*>.ooo,
and he did not find Cong re-s ;i- good :i piac to
make money a- he -opposed ii w til,I be. lie
was on the lookout, however, lor railroad Icg-
isiati 'n. in the hope if «'pieezing something
out >f rite corporations. Fine business f.ir a

Ser ii..r ! and a line Senate ir is which permits
snch a man to hold his seat a year alter these
rev l iiionsare public pioperty !
W e have cited these ca>es to illustrate the

depravity existing in the legislative branch ot
lie- Ci.wrrmto'it.uepravity vv11i. .h f-Mtliy pa.
rades it^eil wohout cxiiiing an ellretivv pro¬
test from tlm p'Ople. \\'o miylit xu further
and show other cas.-s.

jiut t.tl wuat «:v:iii are the-e i-xp isnres ti!i we
^t r¦ k¦ . d« < per and eruoibic the eiu-it of selfish
indift -renej' wiiich semis to cover the public
mind ? Jobbers are already at work to make
money out of the centennial anniversaiy of our

iudepei doner* ! If c irruption stalk-as it has
stalked of late-, our liberty in i>7o will be e tri-

liri'd tn tiie libonv which.knaves enjoy to p,un¬
der the people. J he endurance oi a despotism
depends on the si length of one cmtrolling
hand ; I ut tin* lif.- of *j r<*pui.*lic lui' gs on the
virtue and vini a: ee of its citizens. We may
explode cunpowditr over our inilependence ;
wc nny fiii the air with the m-i-er ol wind in¬
struments. inclu ling the voices ofready ur.if'ir-;
but we can only honor the memory of the
foiin lers of tile n public when we em date the
example which tb *v <ot. If the exposures of
venality, "billowing fast an 1 following faitrr.''
do no' ipitekly arouse the masses to ae*i >ri,

then em-d 'oui is writt-.m. We hum put our

houses in ord-T to meet the fate which beleli
old lb-mo. We make no p!< a for parly ; but
we bes-e li all go-ai ci iz.u- to consider the
¦lungers which confront us Is it not time
that a c:m lidafe's h"ii sty was mad.: the test

ol Ins fitness lor pubiic place ? Let us make
common cause against dishonesty wherever
found, and se ttr.ce p .li:icil friends and foes
al:k-*. And first of all, let us iahor together
to destroy tho apathetic feeling whieh k-*pf a

miliion citizens fr)in the polls last November,
and wiiich. in all ages, has been the forerun¬
ner of absolute government. If it be true

that "eternal vigilence i- th . t>ri liberty,"
whither are we .Irii'ting ?./ tioi <)!.<. re- r.

Cor.r> Wkatiie5*.. At Sparta. Wi»<;on-in.
on Wedncvi iy the un-ivury ha 1 seitied down!
to the owl ligure of forty degrees below z-ro;
:it Sr I'an! it marked ioiirt -eh and at Milwau¬
kee twelve. while- at Chicago. at daylight, it wa-

down to f.v-jmy le'ow zero, rallying up to >ix
l»v ten o'clock. At Uorry. Pennsylvania. "in
the morning ear'y." the temp iratuie was :tt

the ro-1 tectable Librad >ri in figure of thirty-six
below z to, whi :h is very good 1"»r 1\uridylva-
tiia. In.V'W 1'ork city through the day the
thermometer1:i. -k j>r«-rry .-teadi'y to t. n ;ih »ve

zero. On Tu'sd y th y hid it d >wn to I'irty
below in f-".va, while in the interior of Minneso¬
ta wc can only !i pe thai ih . majority oi'il.o e

hardy settler- - i i live. Wo fear, however,
that Iron the adj ining H:iti»h province of
Manitoba we sh 11 hear, with the return of
Spring. that J.u-k Krnst lias sw pt off pn:t-y
much t?ie whole p .pu at mi. except (lie n;*.ve
ihick-skill ed lid:a:is Mid here and there a

II-w of tf <. e tough rtt.d wiry Canadian v.»ya-
L'cur.", wlioau circulation flow-, through tubes of
gutta percha. A> iar uown South as Mem¬
phis. on Tuesday night, the mt rcuiy was down
to f.<ur deg-ecs above zero the coldest night
there of the season.and the drifting ice at
iloit point in the M;-si-»ippi Kiver wax heavier
ilian at any other fi-ii" during the W inter..
.\ . ic }'</ /.- II'rn /d.

Il is said that the jury in the Tweed case, in
New Vork. stood eleven for acipaitt il and oue
for '.onv>riori.

Aiiof'tcr liiblo.

[From the New York Observer.]
Purine tin- lute war a soidier brought inf«»

Woodstock. Vermont, IV in the South, the
Si cotid volume t fa valuable I5ibl«'- published
in Lo;-don i»y lv I'nwyer. Historical Gallery,
Pali Mall, and*). Fit'l-r. No. 02 I pper Char¬
lotte stive:, i;; 17'.«.">. if 1-aher binding. with
eiiiir;villi's from ce fli-:i eil | ictiues by the Old
Mast'r-. The hi ok i* now in u»y possession,
and 1 wish 10 return it to the ival owner. A-
your pap-.r ha- Iken successful several times in
sut-h eases L appeal to you. There areseveral
Hi- ruorauda in i he hook, which may give a clue
to the ownership, which I cop) :

''Daniel Cawond was horn on the tith day of
October, one thousand seven hundred and
eightv-niue."Married, t»:i the 10th March, ISIO. Mr.
Daniel Cawood to Mury McFee (or McGee).
bv the llev. Win. 11. Wihner, at Capt. Mark
Bu:ts'.

"Dr. Win 1j. Powell died Sunday. 4th day
of Sept.. 1*">3. He was a very useful man.
and much beloved in tins community, and is a

great loss:
'What shadows arc we,
And what shadows we pursue.'

"The chief eurner-stone of'St. Paul's church
was laid the lM>t of June, one thousand eight
hundred and.seventeen, by the Masons of Lndiro
No. '2- of Alexandria. as-Nteu by J>rok Lodge
and transient brethren. An address was de¬
livered by the Worshipful Master o! Washing
ton Loeg. No. 2'2. Col. Geo. Dencalo. after
which oue by the Kov. .Mr. Hawley.

"Daniel Cawooo. "

II'the owner set s this communication, and
wili address me at Wo.>d<tock. Windsor county
Vermont. he can have the bo-.k sent to him in
any way he may direct.

Henry S. 111-jviiinson.

Mr. Geo. C. Wkddkurirn. in a card dated
Washington, Jan. .'il, addressed to the Wash¬
ing t in Chronicle, in reply to a communication
in that paper, which classed him as a ltotrnces-
sionist, writes:."L called with a committee of
gentlemen from Alexandria to see Mr. Shep¬
herd, who desired to know what his views were

upou the subject. I did not. and 1 presume
the gentle-men of the "committee" did not, see
Gov. Cooke, nor call upon him.

"In paying the visit I did not purpose to say
anything whatever, bin the remarks of one ol
those present was of the character to apparent
ly place me in a false position. 1. therefore,
de< nn'<! it expedient to explain my views,which,
in substance, were, arid, in fact, are :

"That, as au Al« xandrian, it was my op'ni.n
that it would be a great thing for that city to

be reaunexed, as it required more cneigy and
authority to enforce prosperity, and that any
change would and must necessarily add to its
benefit. In fact, it needed life and progressive-
ness, upon the principle of being associated
with capital and vim, it would prosper, and its
liabilities be assumed by its associates, and be¬
sides derive benefits from the expenditures of
Government appropriations. Hut as a Virginian
I was opposed to it, and wa< not a retrocession
ist. I am not s"!lish enough to ben lit myself
and leea'ity at the expense of the whole people
oft he State. 'I'liis was what I said, what I
meant, and what I repeat. I went as a specta¬
tor. and not as a member of 'the committee." "

I'katii «»F II. I'. Ciikw..A painful iluty it
is. indeed toih to announce the death of one

of our voung townsmen. II. I'. Chew, which
toi-k place at hi* mother's residence m litis
place Thursday night at l'»| o'clock. Ho was

a young man who posst ssed many noble iptali
tie.-; ireiierous t<i a limit, andto all
who knew him best. Fur a number of years
he has held the portion of ilupty clerk of tin-
Circuit ('. tilrt of Spot>y.'vania county ami of
the Corporation Court of Fredericksburg,
\vhi< h places he fiM.-d with marked exactness
and mi*i.-f".trtit-ii lie was in the ".Und year of
his Mi.*"'.:, and leaves a widow and two children
hcsidi-s a host of relatives, friend* and ac< plain
tances who in mru his death.
At the breaking out of the late war no joined

company li.. »th V irginia K-giment. was ar

pointed (hderiy S-rLr,,ant. and s«»on afterward-
was elected L'ml Lieutenant of the Company,
lie *v;i< ;i j»ood ami brave soldier. The sin

vivii.g ofliivrs ami privates nf the Moth II
Jiient and all ot her < 'oiifederaie soldiers. arer»

. lU'-sted to asscmhle at the residence ot the
deceased and attend his funeral in a body.-
/ '/.< Ji ricl{sl,urq Star.

hKATtt <>r a Vkti:i:an..Old I>iek. the K\
pr< >* l.or-e, died in tlti- place <»n ilie li.'id inst.,
from a r« lapse ef ej.i/u,.tie. J >i«-k was about
'J.* years of air*;, lie was ramarkable for inatv

valuable trails nf chamfer. among which w:i»

his indomitable luetai ami spirit. Old as ! <

was. .he had more life and vim him t haii
one-half f lie 1 year old colts of the ptw i,t

day. ()!d I);ek came to Virginia in Is»*.I, a*

the war horse of (letieral I'ix, of the F«-d< ral
Army. At Alexandria, Virgir 'a. when the
(ii-neral mounted hi- -t e l. old ie|; s S uih
( rn patriotism revolted, and he threw hi- ri'i'«
in the ditch. For th > act of devotion to the
South, the incensed Mcueral cut out one"!
Diek's eyes with his sabre. Such was his «.>..

trenie Southern spirit, that from this time un¬

til hi> d-ath he Would Dot permit a man dp-
e«l irj blue to mount him. A. tor tie- war old I 'i* .>.

went info Ihe Kxpress? Kcrvice at Fortie.. M' "

roe, t hen .at A1 .xundria, and la«ely at Harri¬
ot.burg. wliere the l.ist years of his u-eful it'..
were sp"nt. Jiur hn is gone.gone t » hoi-
rest May the s- d be green above hi-
. Inicl'infjlimn Ji'fjistrf.
WllAT XhXT? -Xow that a'lmnt every ana

of ftin.lv has his life insured, t. . make ;i- ;r

juice doiib v Mire it is proposed tu take ri-^

even to the very verve of the urave. An ' :

d- rtak- r-' and I'urial Insurance Corn: any
a out to lie f,rmed by parties in t!.i- ..;i ;

Manchester, w"fti«*h auroes in furui>h j. r«>11<
f»r the sum of ?'l annually paid, the ('. .!'.
tilings needful for a funcial, to wit: A %i

mounted coflin, ease, hearse atid fourca-Tia
in the event of the death of the pirty insar i'

for such a cont'ni;oticy. Should the
number of carriages not be wanted, $- wk

P iid for each fine not used: and shoti i

party thus insured be buried by any sie-.-r;.

by his family, th-y allow, iri.-tead of the ."I
funeral service, a liber: 1 compensation. '
sons injuring who may reside over "lie "

fiom the city, will not furnished v.i: i

hearse and carriages but the colli u and
will be sent to theuj by r;<ii. or some «,f1

conveyance, ^eeofcha ge.'.A'"/'. A-"

Cf'.MiRKSS V EST Kit I >A V.. 10 the ."*. '.!v.
veto mes-a_'e IVoio t!»c Pre.-idi.-rit up-.n
reimbur-iiur the lv:sf Tenrte>->"e I 'n v-

proper'y destroyed during the war. w

to the comui'ttee on c'aint-'. 1 he b.
ri/m: the t )rartLre, Alexauliia aid
Ita irooi ('ompa'>y to lay a track thr ;i-;

.-ireets <A \Va-fiiii-''n'i was refioit d i!

committee on the I'istiiet. I h- A'1"'
su^)^i iv bdl wa- taken up. but w »I'1 .1 *^
any action, the Senate a ij iurned tint:! '

In the House of licprts aitativi > a

passed removing tin; p »iitie.il di«ai'i ' :

f. I lardcastfe. of Mis-i-sippi; 'I li-»'t.a-
man, of <ieorgia: .Jofm l'or^yth,
!>.('. l.)eJarnetLe, of Virginia, aad ^

(jrahaui. of North Carolina.

S. H. Conover wa.i elected to " '

States Senate by th ¦ L-si-Iatuiv '''

la.>t niiriit. He is a K idic .1.

Capt. Jack of the "Mod e Nati ».

a "talk '

to see ii a s. ttlcineat "1 id"

canuot be made.

Fine sleighini;, ir- neral'y, in t ^

the upp.-r country.


